





























8/11/87, Red Rocks Amphitheater (photo credit: Ray Ellingsen) 


they pull it out for this show. It seems to drag a bit to me 
and seems a bit undeveloped. During the set-closing “Let It 
Grow,” Brent makes his presence known with authoritative 
keyboards. f 
The second set picks up steam as the boys get more into 
the groove. Jerry opens with a nice “Crazy Fingers.” Jerry’s 


guitar is a bit sloppy at first but during the post-vocal solo, 


he takes us to some great big spaces. At less than eight min- 
utes, Pm sorry when it’s over. But the drummers can hardly 
wait to kick in “Samson,” a good, solid version. Things 
really perk up with “Playing” > “China Doll.” There’s are @ 
really nice jam in “Playing,” and Jerry’s sweet vocals ani 
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the nice harmonies nearly make the surrounding rocks 
weep. “Drums” > “Space” have a special feel coming from 
the mountains, at least that’s how is seems all three nights of 
this run. Billy and Mickey really seem to be after something 
and the booming of the big kettle is awesome. “Space” is 
nice, too, and there’s a moment when it almost feels like a 
“Spanish Jam” is coming. Instead I’m surprised by an ener- 
getic “Watchtower” that features some furious licks from 
Jerry on guitar. “Goin’ Down the Road Feelin’ Bad” really 
rocks with a blistering pace. “Around and Around” keeps 
the set rockin’ and so does “Sugar Mag” to close the set. 
“Black Muddy River” (what a great Hunter-Garcia tune!) is 
anice encore finish to a very enjoyable show in the moun- 
tains under the stars. 

BARRY BARNES 
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Set 1: Hell in a Bucket > Sugaree, Never Trust a 
Woman, Cumberland Blues > Mexicali Blues, Friend of 
the Devil, My Brother Esau, Bird Song, The Music 


Never. Stopped 

Set 2: China Cat Sunflower > I Know You Rider, Man 
Smart (Woman Smarter), Terrapin Station > Drums > 
Space > The Other One > Dear Mr. Fantasy > Wharf Rat 
> Turn On Your Lovelight 


Encore: The Mighty Quinn (Quinn, the Eskimo) 





1. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 2:20 

2. Source: AUD, Quality: A, Length: 2:20 

Highlights: Hell in a Bucket > Sugaree, Terrapin Station, 
Wharf Rat 


Sometimes the middle show of a three-show run suffers 
When compared to the other two. But not this show. The 
boys start rockin’ from the opening “Bucket” > “Sugaree” 
to the last note of the “Quinn” encore. “Never Trust a 
Woman” has Brent growling about women, and “Cumber- 
land” keeps the energy level up with a very high dance quo- 
tient. The poignant “Friend of the Devil” has excellent 
guitar from Jerry, with some interesting effects and terrific 
funs. “Brother Esau” is great to hear (it left the repertoire 
shortly after this). An always welcome “Bird Song” follows 
and creates some nice, wide-open spaces, but it’s not a barn- 
burner version. “Music Never Stopped” closes this way- 
above-average first set. 

The second set builds on the energy of the previous night 
aS well as the first set. “China” > “Rider” opens and has 
Everyone up and dancin’ with some of that sax sound from 
Brent’s keyboard. “Woman Smarter” really swings and 


sways the crowd with a good reggae beat. “Terrapin” is 
wonderful, with Phil and the boys bouncing the notes off 
the giant sandstone boulders that surround the audience, 
but there’s no real extended jam, as was often the case. 
Brent growls his best blues voice through “Mr. Fantasy,” 
and Jerry takes us down to the docks of the city for a touch- 
ing “Wharf Rat.” Bobby closes the short but tasty set with 
a powerful and rockin’ “Lovelight.” Jerry’s voice seems to 
smile as the boys wrap up the show with “Quinn.” It’s a 
sparkling performance throughout: a very good show and a 
great tape. 

BARRY BARNES 
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Red Rocks Amphitheater, Morrison, CO 


Set 1: Big Boss Man, Jack Straw, Row Jimmy, It’s All 
Over Now, Loser, Cassidy, Far from Me, Box of Rain 


Set 2: Uncle John’s Band > Estimated Prophet > He’s 
Gone > Drums > Space > The Wheel > Gimme Some 
Lovin’ > Stella Blue > Throwing Stones > Not Fade 
Away 

Encore: Not Fade Away Reprise > Touch of Grey > 
Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door 





1. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 2:30 

2. Source: AUD, Quality: A, Length: 2:30 

Highlights: Big Boss Man, Jack Straw, Far from Me, 
Uncle John’s Band > Estimated Prophet, Drums > Space 


This third (and final ever!) show at Red Rocks is my 
favorite. Maybe it’s my mood, maybe it’s the friends I’m 
with, maybe it’s the drugs . . . whatever it is, it’s great, and 
it lives in my memory as one of my all-time favorite Dead 
shows! 

There’s a serious downpour of rain for close to an hour 
before the show starts. But it stops just before the boys hit 
the stage. And when they do, Jerry kicks it off with a 
delightful “Big Boss Man,” the first time played in nearly 
three years, and the crowd loves it! Next is a very strong 
“Jack Straw,” which has the crowd roaring, “Shot his 
buddy down!” “Row Jimmy” is well played and seems a bit 
more up-tempo to me than more recent versions. Also 
notable in the first set is a very tasty “Cassidy,” but it lacks 
the extended jams we love so much. Brent’s sweet “Far from 
Me” is a nice treat (especially in retrospect eleven years 
later), and the boys end the set with an excellent version of 
“Box of Rain,” with Phil in excellent voice and Jerry adding 
fresh and delightful guitar licks. 

Then comes the major second set, which begins with 
“Uncle John,” who does indeed “come to lead his children 
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